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from Rhoda Broughton's Nancy, and Irving, at Annie
Hughes' request gave me permission to appear in it.
I at once saw an opportunity of producing our one-act
piece Rouget de Ulsle* if Annie Hughes would allow
us to play this before the piece de resistance of the after-
noon. She very kindly consented, and I fear that
Sweet Nancy suffered in consequence; for the little
play was described by Clement Scott, who was present
that afternoon, as containing " sorrow too deej> for
words," and it was some time before the audience
could recover from the harrowing effects of our curtain-
raiser! Indeed, Maurice maintained that it had killed
Sweet Nancy, which was going too far; for their play
created so charming an impression, that it was revived
at the Court Theatre on February gth of the following
year and had a very fair run.
The two following years were filled with interesting
work. Few of the plays I took part in were financially
successful. Indeed, I remember my old Chief about
this time saying to me " No good making successes in
plays that fail, my boy. That will only lead to the
Bankruptcy Court." I was able to escape this fate,
and indeed it was the fact that several of those plays
failed which gave me the opportunity of appearing in
a quick succession of new and congenial parts, and
thereby attracting more public attention to my work
than if I had been in a long and steady run of the same
play. My engagement at the Court for Sweet Nancy
led to the opportunity of playing for a special matinee
at this theatre on February 22nd, a charming type of
modern Spanish tame-cat in a translation of Echegaray's
Mariana produced by a society of enthusiasts, of whom
William Archer and Elizabeth Robins were distinguished
members. The cast included, among others,
H. B. Irving, James Welch, Elizabeth Robins and
Hermann Vezin. On May 3rd, I appeared with the
company of the New Century Theatre, at the Strand
Theatre, for a series of matinees in Ibsen's John Gabriel
JPlayed on this occasion under the title of An Old So?tgt